
Youth in 
Transition

DONOR REPORT— MARCH 2011

Abandoned children languishing in the cold, gray corridors 
of state-run orphanages are part of the tragic legacy of 
former Romanian dictator Nicolae Ceauçescu. His policies 
led to overpopulation and a cycle of child abandonment. 
Your generosity is helping forgotten young people cope with 
life beyond institutional walls by improving their life skills, 
preventing homelessness, and helping them integrate into 
society.

The late Romanian dictator’s ill-conceived bid to increase the population to  
30 million by 2000 wreaked havoc on Romanian society. Parents could not 
afford to feed and care for their children. Many had no choice but to give up 
their babies to the state, where life in an institution left them with little mental 
and physical stimulation, and few life skills. In these underfunded and under-
staffed orphanages, nutrition and health care were poor. Denied the loving 
touch of caring adults, many children suffered long-term psychological, 
emotional, and physical damage.

World Vision responds
Your gift to support the Youth in Transition project is providing care and 
support for vulnerable teenagers and young adults (ages 14 to 25) as they adjust 
from institutionalized life to the outside world. This initiative helps them 
develop social skills, find jobs and places to live, and learn how to manage 
on their own. The project also facilitates medical, psychological, and spiritual 
services; provides crisis intervention; and offers sexual and family-life education. 
Youth in Transition helps generate employment opportunities for those who 
leave state care, and advocate for them as they join mainstream society.

You are helping young people like Maria, who was raised in a Romanian 
orphanage. Five years ago, Maria started attending World Vision support 
groups while a vocational school student. She then lived in a World Vision 
Life Skill center for a year. Since March 2008, she has been receiving 
assistance in paying rent and living in an apartment with other young 
women in similar situations.

“The general attitude of the society towards the young adults coming from 
the state’s institutions continues to be biased,” said Edit Laszlo, project 

Supporting the transformation of 
those formerly institutionalized 

No longer lacking the skills to 
survive and thrive, Maria is now a 
gainfully employed participant in 
the community’s life. Your financial 
support has helped make this 
possible.
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World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families, and their communities worldwide 
to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. Motivated by our faith in Jesus Christ, we serve alongside 
the poor and oppressed as a demonstration of God’s unconditional love for all people. World Vision serves all people, regardless of 
religion, race, ethnicity, or gender.

coordinator for Youth in Transition. Those who have been institutionalized 
often are called “Romas,” an ethnic group that many of them share. The stigma 
attached to these young men and women decreases the chances of finding a job 
or a place to rent.

Through Youth in Transition, Maria was supported in finding her first job, 
was assisted through her first layoff due to economic downturn, and received 
training and assistance in locating another position. Since its inception in 
2000, the Youth in Transition has helped prepare 115 young people who were 
formerly housed in institutions receive instruction, and preparation to become 
integrated into general society. In addition, 500 hundred young people have 
received counseling services.

Recent activities

This project is a win-win situation for the Cluj community. The community 
gains eager, well-equipped workers who are no longer relegated to institutions. 
Furthermore, the young people now have an opportunity to add to the 
community’s life as productive members. Thanks to your financial assistance in 
fiscal year 2010 (October 2009 through September 2010), Youth in Transition 
was able to:

•	 Prepare 20 young people for life on their own thanks to social skills 
and vocational skills acquired through the program

•	Help 29 additional young people to understand at least three ways to 
identify a job opportunity (98 young people have been assisted in this 
way since the program’s inception)

•	 Provide one-on-one and group counseling for 15 young people
•	 Support five young people with financial assistance and counseling 

who found themselves in crisis situations (30 young people have been 
assisted in this manner throughout the project)

•	 Establish employment contracts with six additional employers (this 
doubled the number of employers who have established a partnership 
with World Vision to assist orphaned youth in securing safe, local 
employment)

•	Assist 15 young people in advancing their capabilities, both socially 
and vocationally

•	Advocate for four young people to keep their jobs in spite of layoffs 
precipitated by economic challenges

With deep appreciation 
The needs in Romania are great, but with 
your help, we are easing the burdens of 
abandoned young people and providing 
compassionate, life-critical support for these 
youth in transition.  

Thank you for partnering with World Vision 
and young people leaving orphanages and 
other state institutions in Romania. You are 
providing them with much-needed help  
and hope.

May God bless you for sharing 
your blessings with young 
people in need.  
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Olga, who was abandoned by her mother 
to an institution at age 6, stands at the 
entrance to her school, Colegiul Thenic 
Napoca. Olga has received training and 
support through the Youth in Transition 
program and because of it has raised her 
personal goal from finishing high school 
to becoming a psychologist. Olga’s success 
has inspired other young women in World 
Vision’s program, three of whom started 
high school in the fall.  
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